	How-2 Make The World’s Easiest How-To Video

	Audio
	Image

	Got something you’d like to teach people how to do?  Make a simple how-to video and put it up on the web.  It’s a great way to show off your great big brain!
	Whiteboard with title 

	To begin, make a simple “storyboard” like George Lucas does.  Take your word processor of choice, add a two-column table.  Column #1 is for the words, column # two is for the images.
	Screen capture of storyboard

	Start off by writing some words.  Don’t worry too much right now about exactly what they say – it can be just an outline, or fragments.  Something like “overview of steps” or “installation instructions” would be fine for now.
	Title slide with “overview of steps” and then “installation instructions”

	Once you’ve got your masterpiece blocked out (don’t you just love using the big-time lingo?) you can start thinking about what images should go with your words. Go ahead and indicate in the right column what you’re thinking.
	Pictures of Famous Directors – Wells, Spielburg, Eastwood, etc.

	Now, record some “scratch” audio. (Woot!  More cool lingo!)  That just means that you’re not doing anything for final use, but something to see how long it will run, and some audio to use to test as you assemble the video.  I like to use a product called “Audacity” – it’s free to download and use, and works with the microphone in your laptop.
	Pictures of microphones, Gary Larsen from Laugh-In with hand behind ear.  Audacity web site.  Audacity web address.

	If you don’t have a mic in your laptop, you’ll need to head to WalMart (say hi to the greeter) and buy a cheap microphone.  When you get home, set it up and record some audio.
	WalMart greeter.  Microphone

	Here’s the fun part.  Go to the web, or Microsoft Office clip art, or your old photo albums, and find some images that match up to what you listed in your “image” column.  Or shoot some pictures with your cell phone.  It’s ok if they’re a little blurry or grainy – people look at these videos pretty small on their screens. Save all those little images to a folder on your desktop.
	Quick montage of photos from across the web.

	To assemble your masterpiece, I suggest a little program that lives on your Windows machine called Windows Movie Maker.  You should be able to find it in Start/All Programs – but if it doesn’t show up, type “moviemk.exe” into your search box and it will show up.
	Start screen cap from WMM

	Now, in Movie Maker, just “import” the audio file you created.  Then “import” the images you found.  You’ll see that it’s pretty easy to drag them around on the timeline to assemble your first video.
	MovieMaker Timeline shots

	Once your masterpiece is complete, upload it to YouTube  and you’re ready to share with customers – via Twitter, or your blog, or FaceBook – any place that people might want to learn from your very big brain.
	Youtube Screencaps

	Ready for the next one?  Let’s see – what else do I know that I can share out…
	Rodin’s “The Thinker” 
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